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News Release 
 

Black jewelers take center stage in a new exhibition at the Metal Museum, 

curated by LaMar R. Gayles Jr. 
This exhibit will be on display from July 17 to September 11, 2021 

 

Faith Davis, Necklace, 2018. Courtesy of LaMar R. 

Gayles, Jr. Photo by Julian A. Graham. 

Winifred Mason-Chenet, Abstract Pewter Pendant, c. 

1950s-60s. Courtesy of LaMar R. Gayles Jr. Photo by 

Julian A. Graham.

MEMPHIS (February 17, 2021) – Curated by LaMar R. Gayles Jr., M.A. Candidate at the University of 
Illinois (Chicago, IL), and organized by the Metal Museum in Memphis, TN, Divine Legacies in Black 
Jewelry is a survey of works created by Black American jewelers from the 1940s to the present day. 
Including over 60 works of jewelry and archival photographs, this exhibition explores notions of cultural 
identity in the African diaspora and contextualizes the practices of Black makers within the larger 
metalsmithing field. It is the first exhibition of its kind to debut at a Southern museum. 
 
“This exhibition seeks to focus on introducing the public to the crucial biographic information and 
transcendent legacies of jewelers and metal artists of Black descent,” said LaMar R. Gayles, curator of 
the exhibition. “Black jewelry artists have created to function in numerous contexts from art, to adornment, 
to manifestations of cultural identity, to examples of contemporary art and jewelry.” 
 
Divine Legacies in Black Jewelry features works by artists of African, African American, and Afro-
Caribbean descent who were creating jewelry in the United States from the 1940s onward. The works 
represent a diverse range of styles, subject matter, and materials, but each provides a unique perspective 
on the artists’ sense of identity. In addition to a variety of physical objects, the exhibition will include a 
prominent oral history component that includes interviews with living artists and a recording of the curator 
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in the gallery. A catalog will be produced to accompany this exhibition. The exhibition and research were 
supported by a Craft Research Fund grant from the Center for Craft (Asheville, NC). 
 
 “It is our hope that this new exhibition makes strides towards supporting important makers, their voices, 
and their histories that have been largely overlooked in the contemporary art and craft fields,” said 
Carissa Hussong, Executive Director at the Metal Museum. 
 
Arthur George “Art” Smith, a leading modernist jeweler from the mid-20th century, and contemporary 
metalsmiths such as Alicia Goodwin and Karen Smith are among the artists represented in this exhibition. 
In bringing together artists of different cultural backgrounds, Divine Legacies in Black Jewelry illustrates 
the plurality and nuance in defining Black identity. 
 

Featured Artists: 
Sandy Baker 
Akosua Bandele 
Stephan Collins 
Faith Davis 
Harry Detry 
Russell Ferrell 
Giselle 
Alicia Goodwin 
Charnelle Holloway 
Bob Jefferson 
Jimmy Jones 

Karen Joy 
Edfu Kingina 
Lunaversoul Jewelry 
Winifred Mason-Chenet 
Nii Oti 
Jean Baptiste Pericles 
Sekou Ra 
Coreen Simpson 
Arthur Smith 
Karen Smith 
Janeen St. Louis 
Lisette Thierry 

 

Event Details: 

Divine Legacies in Black Jewelry opens on Saturday, July 17 and closes on Saturday, September 11, 
2021. An exhibition reception and gallery talk with the curator will take place during the show; date and 
time TBA. The reception is free and open to the public. Divine Legacies in Black Jewelry and related 
research is supported by a Craft Research Fund grant from the Center for Craft (Asheville, NC). 
 
 

About the Metal Museum 

The Metal Museum is the only institution in the United States devoted exclusively to the preservation, 
promotion, and advancement of the art and craft of fine metalwork. This mission is achieved through four 
primary program areas – exhibitions, collections, studio practice, and community education and 
engagement. Programs are facilitated on the Museum grounds and at locations across the Mid-South. 
Located on 3.2 acres of historic property overlooking the Mississippi River, the Museum grounds include 
the main Museum building as well as the Metalworking Facilities, Library + Resource Center, and private 
artist residences. Learn more about the Museum and its programs by visiting our website at 
metalmuseum.org. 
 
The Museum receives operating support from ArtsMemphis and the Tennessee Arts Commission. 
Programming support is received from the Hyde Family Foundation, the Windgate Charitable Foundation, 
and hundreds of corporate, foundation, and individual supporters. 
 

About the Center for Craft 

Founded in 1996, the Center for Craft (formerly The Center for Craft, Creativity & Design) is the leading 
organization in the United States identifying and convening craft makers, curators, and researchers, and 
matching them with resources, tools, and networks to advance their careers. Over the years, the Center 
has become a vital community resource, serving thousands of visitors annually. As a national 501c3 
nonprofit organization dedicated to advancing the field of craft, the Center administers more than 
$300,000 in grants annually to those working in the craft field. Follow the Center at centerforcraft.org and 
on Facebook and Instagram. 
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High-resolution images of artwork are available upon request. Please contact Kim Ward, Marketing 
Manager for the Metal Museum, at (901) 774-6380 or kimward@metalmuseum.org 


